
From: jan meshkoff 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Sat, Apr 12, 2003 11:37AM 
Dual Must Carry & C-Span APR 2 2 2003 

,. . ..,' . ,,.,,. 
Please be very careful that we do not lose C-span. During this war, it has 
been one of the few ways to get some non-god.-controlled news from around 
the world. I am a "senior citizen" living in a small town where affordable 
television is dependent on cable services. Please be sure independent 
stations are not destroyed by this ruling. 
Dr. Jan Meshkoff, Cambria, CA 



From: rvander@grapevine.net 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mon, Apr 14,2003 11:23 PM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
Dossible. 

mailto:rvander@grapevine.net
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Sincerely, 

Rhoda Vanderhart 
8004 Country Drive 
#8 
Overland Park, Kansas 66212 
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From: Nander@grapevine.net 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mon, Apr 14,2003 11:23 PM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:Nander@grapevine.net
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Sincerely, 

Rhoda Vanderhart 
8004 Country Drive 
#8 
Overland Park, Kansas 66212 
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From: ndub21 @yahoo.com 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mon, Apr 14,2003 1129 PM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:yahoo.com


Sincerely, 

Nicholas Walker 
758 California 
Venice, California 90291 



From: ndub21 @yahoo.com 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mon, Apr 14,2003 11:30 PM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:yahoo.com


Sincerely, 

Nicholas Walker 
758 California 
Venice, California 90291 



From: ruland@adnc.com 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mon, Apr 14,2003 11:33 PM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:ruland@adnc.com


Sincerely, 

Barbara Ruland 
8030 La Mesa Blvd #254 
La Mesa, California 91941 
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From: ruland@adnc.com 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mon, Apr 14,2003 11:33 PM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:ruland@adnc.com


.. 

C k m n  Jenkns . D ~ R E S N ~  Modn Diuorcrhl. Ueeo the FCC Rulemaking an OOen Process Page 2 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Ruland 
8030 La Mesa Blvd #254 
La Mesa, California 91941 
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From: Rudy 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Ms. Kabernat, 

Please reconsider any weakening of the already famished regulations the 
FCC has toward broadcast and media outlet ownership. 

Over the past few years since the last loosening of rules the US media 
consumer has received a more and more homogenized vision of news 
corresponding more with the huge wealthy corporations that own the media 
outlets than with the truth. 

You may or may not agree but I and many others, who care, have to find 
other outlets. be they foreign or listener sponsored, to find out the 
entire picture of what is going on in the world today. 

If we want better "entertainmenl' from media or advertising of products 
supported by the owners of media conglomerates, easing regulations is 
the right direction but as it is, news coverage has gotten perilously 
close to being a corporate, and with this administration in office now, 
governmental media machine. 

At your meeting I suggest you discuss ways to widen the ownership of 
smaller, listener sponsored stations and media outlets and find ways to 
regulate the "entertainmenl' money out of media owned news so a fair and 
balanced reporting of current events can be found at all stations and in 
all newspapers in the US unless specifically labeled entertainment. 

This is America and it is supposed to be of the people for the people 
not of the corporation for the corporation. 

RP Bacich 
Cranford, NJ 
rno35x@idt. net 

Tue, Apr 15,2003 6:09 AM 
Upcoming meeting to ease regulations on media ownership 



From: Rita Dolan 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dear Ms. Abernathy: 

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" 
must be halted and in fact reversed. lV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven 
corporations has undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of 
broadcast commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraq. 
As an American concerned about our democracy, I call on you to break up the media conglomerates, to 
open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and independent journalists, and to reinstate the 
Fairness Doctrine. 

Thank you 

Rita Dolan 
Email: greenwood22@attbi.com 

Tue, Apr 15,2003 8:30 AM 
Halt further consolidation of the media 

mailto:greenwood22@attbi.com


From: Ashton Trey Belew 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: information regarding deregulation vote 

Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps, KM KJM, Commissioner Adelstein 
Tue. Apr 15, 2003 9:51 AM 

Good morning, 
Last night I attended a meeting at St. Michael's college in 

Winooski Vermont. This morning I decided I wanted to view the 
information available at www.fcc.gov and was disappointed when I found 
little relevant content. 

vote to someplace more visible? 
Would it be possible to move information regarding the upcoming 

Thank you, 
-Trey Belew 

__ 
Ashton Trey Belew 
http:lhnrww.uvm.edul-atb 
Worst Response To A Crisis, 1985: 

From a readers' Q and A column in TV GUIDE: "If we get involved 
in a nuclear war, would the electromagnetic pulses from exploding bombs 
damage my videotapes?" 

http://www.fcc.gov
http:lhnrww.uvm.edul-atb


From: M. Anne Clark 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 
Subject: De-regulation of the media 

Dear Director Powell, 

to take place in a mere 49 days, and about which the public has heard virtually nothing. This in itself is a 
frightening situation, indicative of the trend toward ownership of so many sources of information by huge 
corporations for whom the bottom line is money--not the public good, not the defense of our 
democracy--which is already damaged and struggling. 

I beg you. Please postpone this decision. Do research on the state of our nation's press, our radio, 
television, cable, etc. as to whether or not it is now representative of this country's diversity, which is its 
greatest strength. I fear we cannot even repair our past mistakes in that area. 

Tue, Apr 15,2003 1051 AM 

I am an Interfaith Minister/counselor in Vermont. I have only just learned of the vote which is scheduled 

I contend that capitalistic competition is actually a dangerous phenomenon with regard to the ability of 
ordinary people in tiny towns, big cities to get their ideas heard, their interests and needs considered, Big 
money doesn't care. 

Sincerely, 
Rev. M. Anne Clark 
Starksboro, VT 



From: M. Anne Clark 
To: Commissioner Adelstein 
Date: 
Subject: On de-regulation 

Dear Commissioner Adelstein, 

to take place in a mere 49 days, and about which the public has heard virtually nothing. This in itself is a 
frightening situation, indicative of the trend toward ownership of so many sources of information by huge 
corporations for whom the bottom line is money--not the public good, not the defense of our 
democracy--which is already damaged and struggling. 

I beg you. Please postpone this decision. Do research on the state of our nation's press, our radio, 
television, cable, etc. as to whether or not it is now representative of this country's diversity, which is its 
greatest strength. I fear we cannot even repair our past mistakes in that area. 

I contend that capitalistic competition is actually a dangerous phenomenon with regard to the ability of 
ordinary people in tiny towns, big cities to get their ideas heard, their interests and needs considered, Big 
money doesn't care. 

Sincerely, 
Rev. M. Anne Clark 
Starksboro, VT 

Tue, Apr 15,2003 10:54 AM 

I am an Interfaith Minister/counselor in Vermont. I have only just learned of the vote which is scheduled 



From: MPenceacwa-union.org 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 
Subject: 

Tue, Apr 15,2003 1055 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

http://MPenceacwa-union.org
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Sincerely, 

Maty Kay Pence 
20642 270th Street 
Eldridge, Iowa 52748 
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From: MPenceacwa-union.org 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Tue, Apr 15,2003 10% AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

http://MPenceacwa-union.org
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Sincerely, 

Mary Kay Pence 
20642 270th Street 
Eldridge, Iowa 52748 



From: bethlillian@juno.com 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: upcoming FCC vote 

Dear Commissioner: 

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the false name of “deregulation” 
must be halted and in fact reversed. lV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven 
corporations has undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of 
broadcast commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraq. 
As an American concerned about our democracy, I call on you to break up the media conglomerates, to 
open the spectrum to a wide diversitv of organizations and independent journalists, and to reinstate the 

Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps, KM KJM. Commissioner Adelstein 
Tue, Apr 15,2003 11:06 AM 

fairness doctrine. 

Thank you, 

Beth Ribet 

mailto:bethlillian@juno.com


From: bethlillian@juno.com 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: upcoming FCC vote 

Dear Commissioner: 

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" 
must be halted and in fact reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profitdriven 
corporations has undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of 
broadcast commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraq. 
As an American concerned about our democracy, I call on you to break up the media conglomerates, to 
open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and independent journalists, and to reinstate the 
Fairness Doctrine. 

Thank you, 

Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy. Michael Copps, KM KJM. Commissioner Adelstein 
Tue, Apr 15,2003 11 :06 AM 

Beth Ribet 

mailto:bethlillian@juno.com

